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SUBJECT: JAL HIJACKING - FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

1. PEEP ISSUED OFPICIAL STATEMENT LATE JULY 30 DENYING 
THAT IT HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH JAL HIJACKING. THIS 
COMPLEMENTED BY INTERVIEW IN INDEPENDENT, LARGE-CIRCU- 
LATION DAILY AN NAHAR IN WHICH PPLP SPOKESMAN, BASSAM 
ABUL SHARUL, ALSO DENTED PPLP PARTICIPATION. SPOKESMAN 
ACCUSED UNIDENTIPIED "CERTAIN QUARTERS" IN LEBANON OP 
DELIBERATELY SPREADING RUMOR ABOUT PPLP INVOLVEMENT IN 
ORDER "UNDERMINING ALLIANCE BETWEEN PPLP AND PATAH". 
OPFICIAL STATEMENT SAID THAT IMPERIALIST, ZIONIST AND 
ARAB REACTIONARY INTELLIGENCE ORGANS" TRYING TO PIN 
OPERATION ON PPLP. SPOKESMAN SAID THATWHILE "WE HAVE 
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NOT STOPPED OUR POREIGN OPERATIONS" THE PPLP HAS "SUSPENDED" 
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HIJACKING "TEMPORARILY BUT NOT FOREVER”. HE ALSO DENIED 
REPORTS OF SPLIT BETWEEN HABBASH AND NUMBER TWO MAN WADDI 
HADDAD. 

2. DESPITE DENIALS, GOL OFFICIALS CONTINUE BELIEVE THAT 

PFLP INVOLVED AND WADDI HADDAD WAS RUNNING OPERATION WHICH 
FAILED BECAUSE OF COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS. THEY UNDERTAIN 
AS TO CAUSE OF FAILURE, BELIEVING THAT NON-DELIVERY OF 
MESSAGE HERE MAY HAVE HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH IT. DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF SURETE TELLS US THAT MESSAGE ORIGINATED IN 
BAHRAIN NOT RPT NOT IN BEIRUT AND GOL INCLINED ACCEPT 
ITS LEGITIMACY ALTHOUGH NOT AT ALL CERTAIN AS TO ITS 
REAL MEANING BECAUSE OF OBVIOUS USE OF CODE WORDS AND 
PHRASES. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE TOLD BY RELIABLE JOURNALISTS THAT 
FATAH REPS WERE ACTIVE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTER NEWS OF 
HIJACKING, SPREADING REPORT THAT IT IS WORK OF 

PFLP. THIS FITS NICELY WITH GOL THESIS THAT PFLP UNDERTOOK 
OPERATION IN ORDER OBTAIN FUNDS FOR DEPLETED TREASURY WHICH 
HAD TO BE REPLENISHED IF PFLP TO AVOID SUCCUMBING TO 
PRESSURES FROM FATAH FOR FULL MERGER AND SUBSEQUENT LOSS 
OF PFLP INDEPENDENCE. 

BUFFUM 
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